recollection of men now living, the diseases of the eye were considered to be a speciality infinitely beneath the notice of regular practitioners?a sort of neutral-ground between them and the professed charlatan, affording to the latter, however, handsome returns. It is only within the last sixty years that due consideration has been paid to this important organ, on the integrity of which so much happiness or misery depends ; and the period is still shorter in which its pathology has been investigated, and its diseases studied in a proper philosophical spirit. But this has been done; and now, surveyed by the light of modern science, the diseases of the eye no longer present that obscure aspect which deterred former practitioners from undertaking their management, nor is it thought derogatory to men of the highest education and professional acquirements to devote themselves to their relief.
We propose to consider the means by which this change has been wrought. 
